
          

 

OUR TIME WITH GOD 
For the full reading plan, go to SPCC.TV/Church Study & Resources 

As a reminder, here’s what you read last week 

MONDAY: JEREMIAH 50 2 CORINTHIANS 8 

TUESDAY:  JEREMIAH 51 2 CORINTHIANS 9 

WEDNESDAY: JEREMIAH 52 2 CORINTHIANS 10 

THURSDAY: LAMENTATIONS 1 2 CORINTHIANS 11 

FRIDAY: LAMENTATIONS 2 2 CORINTHIANS 12 

SATURDAY: LAMENTATIONS 3 2 CORINTHIANS 13 

SUNDAY: LAMENTATIONS 4 ACTS 20:1-3; ROMANS 1 
 

3 QUESTIONS TO EXPLORE EACH DAY AS YOU READ: 
1. What is the passage saying? 
2. Does the passage tell you something about God or about 

yourself? 
3. Is there something Jesus is reminding you of regarding who 

He is or who you are in Him? How is He inviting you to 
respond to His voice today? 

 

REFLECTING ON YOUR TIME WITH GOD THIS WEEK: 
1. Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, 

think about your time this week listening and responding to Jesus’ 
voice. As you journaled those conversations with Him, is there one 
thing in particular that you felt Him speaking to you about? 

 

SHARING WITH YOUR GROUP: 
2. Life Group leader, have one or two people in your group share 

their answer to question number one. 

 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION: 
3. Describe one thing Jesus impressed on your heart through the 

message. 

 

 

MY PERSPECTIVE: 
4. Describe something that you think characterizes the community of 

Smokey Point/Arlington. 
 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 
 

Don’t be of the city: 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind… (Romans 12:2) 
 

5. Read the following verses: Philippians 2:12-16 and 1 Peter 2:11-
17. Christians are called to engage their culture without being 
compromised by it. Describe one way that our culture regularly 
tempts believers to conform to its standards.   

 

 



          

 

 

 

Don’t be against the city: 
 

6. Read Jeremiah 29:1-9. God told the Israelites, a conquered 
people in the midst of a godless culture, to plant themselves in 
the Babylonian culture and actively seek the shalom, the welfare 
and prosperity, of the city. Describe one thing you see as a threat 
to the welfare and general health of the Smokey Point/Arlington 
community.  
 

 

MY RESPONSE: 
 

Be for the city: 
…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works… 
 

7. Read Matthew 5:14-16. People are more likely to see SPCC as a 
caring church if we not only serve together in events like Serve 
Sunday, but also serve individually throughout the year. What is 
one way you could be regularly involved in seeking the shalom of 
the city by serving the needs of the Smokey Point community? 
Describe.   

 

8. God has sovereignly given you a sphere of influence. Describe 
one way you can better leverage your job, school, hobby, or 
home for the glory of God, to touch the people He’s placed in 
your life. Spend some time as a group praying that God will use 
what we did during Serve Sunday to point people to Him. 

 
September 17-18—Jim Johnson 

Jeremiah 29:1-9 

 
Don’t be _________________________ the city 
Jeremiah 29:4-6 

Don’t be __________________________ the city 
Jeremiah 29:7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Be ______________________________ the city 
Jeremiah 29:7; Matthew 5:14-16; Acts 17:22-27; Ephesians 2:8-10 
 

 

LOOKING DEEPER: 
The kingdom of God is not about eating or drinking or music styles 
or how up-to-date or out-of-date we are. The kingdom of God is a 
republic of love. Not the sentimental or sensual thing the world calls 
love, but the 1 Corinthians 13 kind: fierce, wild, huge, feisty, pure. 
The unbounded extravagance at the heart of the heart of God. This 
love is the song God sings over us, and calls us to sing loudly. 
What makes the church both a mystery and a magnet to the world 
is when we love in this way, God’s way. This love makes us 
relevant. Its absence makes us irrelevant, regardless of whatever 
else we’re doing.  
Question: is the love of your church such that people in the world 
and of the world would be willing to forsake all other loves just to 
know this love? Would they give up their addictions, their 
diversions, their compromises, their resentments, because the love 
your church has is better and truer and deeper than anything 
they’ve found anywhere else? If yes, your church is relevant to the 
world. If no, it’s irrelevant …Love is the music of heaven. When we 
love, no matter how awkwardly, we hum an anthem sung perfectly, 
all day, every day, in heaven. It might be hard on the ears, but there 
it is, the Father’s voice thinly echoed in our own…the song I sing 
still seems thin to me. What’s lacking is extravagance. What’s 
missing is a bigness of heart that seeks the other out, even the 
unlovely, even the unlovable, to lavish love on them. What’s 
missing is a pouring out, an overflowing, a scattering far and wide. 
This, after all, is the love the Father has shown me, and you. This is 
his song. – Mark Buchanan, Your Church Is Too Safe 
 
 


